
The SAUL partnership has been successful in securing further funding. The extension application, 
named 'SAUL 2 Extension' (SAUL 2 EXT), is the Partnership's response to the 8th and final call for 
applications under Interreg lllB for North West Europe and beat off stiff competition for a very  
limited amount of European Regional Development Funding (ERDF).   
 
The original NWE lllB projects SAUL and SAUL Plus were successfully completed in July 2006.  The 
project’s Final Report, containing five key policy recommendations was launched at the Final  
Conference in Amsterdam.   
 
SAUL 2 EXT will focus on the issues raised in the last chapter of the Report by illustrating the  
significance of ‘New Urban 
Landscapes’ to the economic 
vitality of city regions and  
building social cohesion.   This 
will be done through a series of 
transnational practical action 
projects, some including small 
physical improvement projects. 
The portfolio of projects is designed to add value to the previous work under SAUL and SAUL Plus, 
in the context of the Lisbon and Gothenburg agendas (the respective European commitments to  
economic development, and the environment).   
 
The new end date for the SAUL project is now June 2008, and SAUL 2 EXT provides a useful bridge 
to the next round of European funding, from Spring 2007.  A key part of the extension project will 
therefore be to develop new transnational project ideas and expand the partnership. 
 
For details of the practical action projects to be tackled under SAUL 2 EXT, read on! 
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SAUL Awarded Additional Funding! �

Welcome to New 
SAUL Partner �

We are pleased to announce that a new 
partner joins us from Arnhem-Nijmegen in 
the Netherlands.  Staatsbosbeheer  
Regio Oost will be delivering the SAUL 2 
EXT project in the region, spreading the 
impact of SAUL.  Details of the  
Arnhem-Nijmegen project appear over 
the page.  For further information, please 
contact Femke Vergeest: 
F.Vergeest@staatsbosbeheer.nl. 

Right: The extended SAUL partnership 

Approximately €750,000 has been awarded to 
the SAUL 2 EXT extension project, which has 
an overall budget of €1.5m.  The total value of 
the SAUL project now stands at €23.4 million, 
with €10.7 million funded from ERDF  



Amsterdam: Volewijkspark (Noorderpark) living envir onment and socio-economic change 
 
In an attempt to tackle the historic deprivation 
in the North of Amsterdam, attempts are being 
made to stimulate the knowledge-economy.  
Key to this is the creation of a new area of 
housing within the Noorderpark, known as the 
Volewijkspark.  In the initial SAUL project, the 
recreation potential of the Noorderpark was 
developed.  Now, SAUL 2 EXT will focus on 
developing the housing area, with an emphasis 
on spatial and social participation processes 
identified by SAUL, which will be crucial in 
building a sustainable community.  Investment 
projects such as restoring a children’s learner 
pool and installing innovative park furniture will 
also be carried out. 

Arnhem-Nijmegen: Extending SAUL’s  
relevance New SAUL partner! 
 
As a new SAUL partner, represented by 
Staatsbosbeheer, the national agency for 
nature management and nature  
development, the city-region of Arnhem-
Nijmegen is committed to creating a new  
regional park in the Overbetuwe.  Joining 
SAUL will bring new ideas and experience 
into the region, with input from other regions 
that have already experienced, or are mid-
way through, a  similar process.  SAUL 2 
EXT will evaluate the Arnhem-Nijmegen 
strategy and prepare advice for the Park 
Steering Group.  SAUL lessons of inclusive 
participation to involve citizens more proactively in the park development process will be useful in ensuring 
the parks sustainability, and public participation workshops will raise awareness about the park’s value.  
SAUL 2 EXT will also develop an educational programme for nearby schools in the park, and set up an  
expert team to assess an IBA Proposal, relating that to the concept of the regional park.  

 
Frankfurt/Rhein Main: The Landscape Gap and  
European Central Bank 
 
The future site of the European Central Bank in Frankfurt is 
in a disadvantaged area on the edge of the city centre.  The 
‘Landscape Gap’ concept refers to the missing link of the 
Frankfurt Green Belt.  As the first stage in extending the 
Green Belt, SAUL 2 EXT will begin the process of tackling 
these challenges with the aim of reaching an overall concept 
for the Green Belt link which is shared by investors,  
developers, owners and commercial enterprises.  Engaging 
with stakeholders – from the public and private sectors, and 
local communities – will be key to developing the vision.  
Representatives from London will also offer advice on how 
the pitfalls encountered at London Docklands, where some 
established communities were alienated, may be avoided, 
and representatives from Luxembourg will offer advice about 
temporary landscape interventions and events that may  
encourage and guide the process.      

Images (top to bottom): Noorderpark Participation (P hoto: S.Roos),  
Arnhem Nijmegen new regional park, The Landscape Ga p, Frankfurt 
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London: Wandle Valley Spatial Strategy and 
Implementation Plan 
 
During the original SAUL project, a proposal was 
put forward for a new regional park in the 
Wandle Valley, South West London.  Led by 
Groundwork London and the Greater London 
Authority, SAUL 2 EXT will facilitate the next 
stage of this process, developing a spatial vision 
and implementation plan shared by all  
stakeholders.  Consultation and an analysis of 
industrial estate partnership models, based on 
previous SAUL work in Saarland and  
Amsterdam, will be carried out, along with early 
investment projects (such as flood control and 
river habitat improvements) which will act as pilot 
demonstration projects.  An evaluation of the 
potential impact of the proposed interventions 
will be key to integrating plans for the new  
regional park into wider regeneration objectives for the 
Valley.   
 
Luxembourg: Promoting the regeneration of South 
Luxembourg 
 
In response to competition from the dominating capital city 
of Luxembourg and structural economic changes, the  
syndicate PROSUD was formed between 12 local  
authorities to seek new co-operative ways of planning in 
Southern Luxembourg.  Nurturing this partnership and 
seeking a common understanding of the South  
Luxembourg urban landscape has been central to SAUL.  
Based on existing work, SAUL 2 EXT will work to extend 
and strengthen the stakeholder group.  SAUL examples 
from all partners will be evaluated for their potential to 
contribute to sustainable regional development in  
Luxembourg, and a joint action programme put forward.  
SAUL 2 EXT will then provide practical advice on the  
implementation phase, aimed at improving the  
attractiveness of the region. 

 
Saarland: The urban environment as a place of work 
and production 
 
SAUL 2 EXT in Saarland will build on the Regional Park 
Saar Masterplan, developed during the original SAUL 
project.  It will aim to reinforce the concept of the urban 
landscape as a place of work and production by  
exploring the potential of the area through new ideas, 
innovation and best practice; involving businesses with 
other local and regional stakeholders; and identifying 
new products.  This will be done via case study projects 
addressing primary production, biomass, tourism, and 
young people and will culminate in the production of a 
good practice guide.  The third Regional Park Saar  
Forum and workshop cluster will integrate the main  
stakeholders and local businesses into the process. 
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Images (top to bottom):  
The River Wandle, London, Southern Luxembourg Landsc ape, 
Urban landscape as a place of work in Saarland 



SAUL Website receives a Makeover �
Following the recent increase in funding, and changes in the partnership, the SAUL website is being  
updated to ensure that the content remains relevant and up to date.  Improvements to the layout will also 
make the site easier to use.  Changes will be completed after Christmas and any feedback is appreciated! 

The SAUL Partnership would like to wish all it’s newsletter readers a very happy  
Christmas and enjoyable festive season.  We are looking forward to another prosperous year for SAUL in 2007! 

SAUL Lead Partner: 
Groundwork UK (Groundwork London) 
18-21 Morley Street  
London SE1 7QZ 
Phone: +44 (0) 20 7922 1230 
Fax: + 44 (0) 20 7922 1219 
rhiannon.lewis@groundwork.org.uk 

www.saulproject.net 

NEW Cooperation Funding 2007—2013 �

The NWE international working party is in the process of finalising details for the next round of European funding. 
 

The draft Operational Programme is due to be finalised in Dublin in December.  Once agreed, this will be 
circulated to Member Stares for formal approval/consideration before being presented to the Commission early 
in 2007.  The overall programme budget is expected to be around €350million. 
 

The Secretariat is planning a launch event in Spring 2007.  More details are available from their website: 
http://www.nweurope.org/ 

Merry Christmas from the SAUL partnership �

SAUL tackles climate change �
In a step to help reduce climate change and global warming, SAUL has made a commitment to offset the  
carbon emissions created through the travel that is necessary as part of the project. 
 
Global warming is caused by the build up of greenhouse gases, such as carbon, which are emitted during  
everyday activity.  Carbon offsetting works by measuring the impact of an activity, such as travel, then  
investing in projects which will reduce carbon in the atmosphere by the same amount, effectively ‘neutralising’ 
the impact. 
 
All offsets will be arranged by the Lead Partner, on behalf of partners and SAUL colleagues.  We will begin by 
offsetting flights, and aim to look at more ways to reduce and offset the project’s carbon emissions in future. 


