
Tour leaders 
Cllr Heidi Alexander, Deputy Mayor of         
Lewisham 
John Miller, Head of Planning, London Borough 
of Lewisham 
 
With thanks to The London Borough of  
Lewisham 

SAUL EXTENSION  
Final Symposium 
 
A Walking Tour of Deptford  
“From a New Urban Landscape to a  
Sustainable and Accessible Urban Landscape”  
 
Thursday 26th June 2008 



Introduction 
 
During the two days of the Final Symposium, the con trasts between Greenwich Town and  
neighbouring Deptford Town will become obvious.  De legates will be taken on a guided walk-
ing tour of Deptford Town Centre, which demonstrate s similar challenges and responses to 
those that have been the focus of the SAUL project.    
 
Deptford benefits from: 
· close proximity to central London 
· a rich history and heritage 
· a diverse, multi-cultural and vibrant area 
· a successful street market with many small independ ent retailers 
· a thriving creative industry sector  
· a wide range of community facilities  
 
However, it also faces significant challenges, whic h are now being addressed: 
· untapped potential for social, economic and physica l development 
· a poor quality environment in places 
· poor quality public buildings, such as the railway station 
· scope to increase the number and diversity of local  residents, to support local business 

and  services  
· some streets and places feel unsafe 
 
The tour will take in a range of public and private  sector led developments.  Delegates will 
also walk through Greenwich Town, with its World He ritage site and large number of tourists.  

 2 

 3 

 4 

 5 

 I0 

 9 

8 

 9 

S
ta

rt
 / 

F
in

is
h 

1 

7 



Start / Finish: Greenwich Station Forecourt (Overgr ound and Docklands 
Light Railway)  

 
1.ONE SE8 
OneSE8 is a new urban quarter comprising apartments, live/work 
units, a ‘pocket park’, shops, offices, restaurants and a gym. Guidance 
set out by Lewisham Council in 2000 for development of this site called 
for high quality design, a sustainable quality living environment and 
enhancement of the local economy. During the planning phase, dis-
cussions were held between the developer, St James Homes and The 
Stephen Lawrence Trust with a view to incorporating an educational 
facility within the development. As a result St James Homes gifted the 
Trust an adjacent site which became the Stephen Lawrence Centre. 
http://www.onese8.co.uk/   
 

2. The Stephen Lawrence Centre 
The Centre was officially opened in Feb-
ruary 2008, providing young people with 
information, training, advice and guid-
ance. It also acts as a hub where  indus-
try, community organisations and educa-
tional institutions can exchange informa-
tion on the latest skills and needs in ur-
ban design and regeneration. It offers 
business development suites for young 
entrepreneurs, as well as a state-of-the-
art creative arts laboratory with multime-
dia, design and digital studio facilities.  
http://stephenlawrence.org.uk/content/view/61/67/  
 
3. The Seager Distillery Development 
Galliard Homes have begun the regeneration and development of the Seager Distillery site and the 
adjacent land on Brookmill Road. The development will include workspaces, studios, two art galler-
ies, restaurant and retail space as well as 219 homes located within a 26 story landmark tower. It is 
due for completion in 2010/11. For more information see the architect’s website, http://www.buj.com/   
 
4. The Albany Centre   
Based in the heart of Deptford, the Albany is a multi-use performing and digital arts centre. Dele-
gates will stop off in the Albany to view a model of Deptford Town Centre regeneration projects. 
 http://www.thealbany.org.uk/index.php  
 
5. Deptford Station & The 
Deptford Project   
Deptford Station and the adjoining 
development, the Deptford project, 
is a major public-sector led regen-
eration project. It will include the 
transformation of the old railway 
yard into a new public piazza, new 
residential apartments and work 
spaces and craft studios in the 21 
railway arches. The development 
will include bars, cafes and exhibi-
tion space for Deptford’s creative 
community and the restoration of a 
heritage listed Victorian carriage 
ramp. Work is expected to com-
mence on a completely new station 
building in December 2008.  
www.thedeptfordproject.com  
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6. Giffin Street Area Development  
The redevelopment is being led by The London Borough of Lewisham, guided by a strategic master-
plan developed in 2005. It will involve the rebuilding of a local primary school, improvements to resi-
dential buildings in the area, an additional swimming pool and fitness suite in the extended leisure 
centre, a new  public square - Giffin Square, studios for small businesses and a new ‘one stop’ com-
munity facility to be called Deptford Lounge, incorporating a café, library, ball court, and community 
space. To view the masterplan visit;  
www.lewisham.gov.uk/deptfordtowncentre   
 
7. Creekside 
Delegates walk along Creekside, which has be-
come a ‘hotbed’ of creative industries including       
numerous artists studios. Much of the activity is 
based around The Faircharm Trading Estate and 
Cockpit Arts. There are over 300 creative busi-
nesses in Deptford and the area was designated 
a Creative Enterprise Zone by The London Bor-
ough of Lewisham in 2002. It is one of 3 areas in    
London selected to pilot The London Develop-
ment Agency’s Creative Industry Hubs Initiative. 
For more information visit: 
http://www.creeksideartists.co.uk/  
 
8. The Creekside Centre  
Delegates pass by The Creekside Centre on the way to the Laban. The Creekside Centre is an envi-
ronmental centre providing environmental education and leisure opportunities for all ages. Activities 
focus on helping to maintain and protect the local wildlife found in and around the creek, they include 
school visits, adult training and research programmes, guided ’low tide walks’ and also involve local 
businesses in cleaning and maintaining the creek. http://www.creeksidecentre.org.uk/   

 
9. The Laban  
The Laban is an internationally acclaimed training 
centre for contemporary dance, the largest of it’s 
kind in the world. The Laban’s move to their new 
building in 2002 kick-started the creative regen-
eration of Creekside. The building, designed by 
Herzog and de Meuron, won the RIBA Stirling 
Prize in 2003.  
http://www.laban.org/  
 
 
 
 
 
 

10. Creekside Village  
There are now ambitious plans for a Creekside Village 
development on the adjacent brown-field site, with new 
housing, shops and artists studios. The project seeks to 
reduce energy use, carbon emissions and increase the 
use of renewable energy throughout the development.  
 
The regeneration of Deptford/Creekside and neighbouring 
New Cross fits within the North Lewisham Masterplan, 
which sets out a wider vision for improved environmental 
linkages and masterplanned site development. 
 
Delegates will return to their hotels before a walk through 
Greenwich Park, including the Royal Observatory viewing 
point, to the venue for the evening dinner. 

Deptford 
Creek 


