Saul 2 Extension Final Symposium, June 2008

Delegates were asked to write on one of the SAUL postcards what the most
interesting or useful idea or experience was they will take away with them
from the symposium, or simply give us their parting thoughts as the SAUL
project draws to a close. Below are the messages delegates left for us, thanks
to all those who took the time to do so.

“Keep challenging the status quo”

“An inspiring exchange of ideas & projects made
possible through SAUL”

“It's not easy”
“We not only have to create more green spaces,
but also to reshape existing green-spaces to adapt

to climate change”

“Transnational dialogue helps us to develop new
communication strategies and to follow new ideas”

“All developments come down to interactions between people, who take time
to take interest in each other’s goals and ideas”

“If people don’t want to live in cities because of the effects of climate change
businesses will leave too, we have to invest in suitable green space in our
cities”

“New perspectives for the future”

“Very future orientated”

“Most impressed by the venue, the Laban
Centre”

“Useful to see how other projects and cities
handle their problems”

“An important exchange of experiences”
“There is an essential tension between the openness of the process of
developing new urban landscapes and the closed process that is needed to

find worthy technical solutions to climate change adaptation in urban areas”

“Angela said that local people are represented at steering group level, I'd like
that for Lingezegen Park”



“You're not planning for yourself, you're planning
for the people — take them with you”

“Pride is a key element — pride among local
people, politicians and businesses in their
environment and open spaces”

“Make stakeholders part of the solution, don’t see
them only as part of the problem”

“Hearing how SAUL has evolved has been very
interesting and to use examples from other
projects and countries to think where it might go
next”

“Changing perspectives makes a difference”

“SAUL projects demonstrate that planning can be
fun, it's turns from a dry, abstract expert driven
exercise to an experience that contributes to the
life and cohesion of urban society”

“Interaction is key for the knowledge based
economy, the public realm is a very important
place for interaction and is crucial to the new
economy”

“New concrete ideas for the Vital City Regions
programme”



