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SAUL Enters The Final Phase 
The SAUL partnership has been working together on a series of inter-related projects since 2002, 
and some of the partners worked together on an earlier Interreg project since the late 1990’s.  The 
current project (SAUL2EXT) is now entering it’s concluding phase with a completion date of 30 June 
2008.  The Interreg IIIB programme for North West Europe (NWE), which provided approximately 
50% of the funding for the SAUL projects, has now come to an end, to be succeeded by Interreg IVB 
NWE, which runs until 2013.  

Over the coming months, the partnership will be bringing together the findings of the SAUL2EXT 
project to add to the SAUL Final Report that was launched at the SAUL Final Conference in Amster-
dam in June 2006.  The findings of SAUL2EXT will be presented and discussed at a Symposium in 
London on 26/27 June, attended by SAUL participants and key decision makers. 

So what will then happen to the SAUL Partnership and how will the findings of SAUL be developed 
in the future? 

First, it’s important to say that the partnership has evolved over it’s lifetime and we expect this to 
continue in the future.  New partners bring fresh perspectives and ideas, to add to the efficient work-
ing of an established partnership that has developed systems and procedures to meet the challeng-
ing requirements of managing a transnational European project.  Potential new partners with an in-
terest in our new projects are welcome to contact the Lead Partner. 

One project has already been developed and submitted to the first round of the Interreg IVB NWE 
programme in October 2007 - Vital City Regions.  Although the application was not successful in the 
first round, it has been ‘referred back’ for submission to the second round, with revisions based on 
the feedback given by the Programme Secretariat and Steering Committee.  The second round 
closes in early May 2008 with a decision in July. 

 Where’s the SAUL newsletter been?! 

We apologise for the break since the last SAUL newslet-
ter.  The Lead Partner team has been engaged in several 
demanding tasks, such as the Vital City Regions applica-
tion, and a European Commission audit of the SAUL pro-
ject.  The Lead Partner also lost a member of staff when 
Rhiannon Lewis moved to Canada.  Rhiannon has now 
been replaced by Rachel Kirk and a normal service has 
been resumed! 

We are also developing another 
project called City Region Green 
Belts.  The focus on green belt issues 
is obvious, but the detail of the project 
is currently under discussion with both 
existing and new partners. 

For further information on Vital City 
Regions and City Region Green Belts 
please contact: 

rachel.kirk@groundwork.org.uk 
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Noorderpark and the Creative Economy, Amsterdam 

A Vision for Wandle Valley Regional Park (WVRP), Lo ndon 
After an update on the progress of the SAUL pro-
ject, JPG members were given a tour of Wands-
worth Town Centre by the town centre manager.   
The area is the subject of considerable new devel-
opment, although the Wandle is largely hidden from 
view.   

JPG members then joined a ‘visioning event’ to-
gether with local business intermediaries such as 
Chamber of Commerce and other business support 
representatives. The attendees were placed in four 
groups, each including business intermediaries, 
JPG members, and Groundwork London staff act-
ing as facilitators.  

The session focused on  the vision, opportunities, 
and barriers or constraints for the WVRP and then 
identified strategies and projects to help overcome 
these barriers. A long list of ideas was produced, 
which were subsequently developed into three pri-
oritised actions to be implemented by June 2008: 

· Develop a brand identity, marketing and commu-
nications strategy and identify funding to develop 
this work. 

· Identify and use all existing business networks, 
databases and events to promote the project, 
making use of the Geographic Information Sys-
tem (GIS) tool developed through the project.  

· Enlarge and revitalize the Wandle Festival, in-
cluding specific opportunities for businesses. 

The River Wandle Delta 

Joint Planning Groups - Second Round Meetings 

The WVRP Visioning Event  

The second round meetings of Joint Planning Groups (JPG’s) have now been held, with the exception of 
the Luxembourg JPG, which takes place in January 2008. Many of the meetings focused on “engaging 
businesses, in partnership with public authorities and local people in order to maximise the impact of the 
regional projects”, one of the objectives of SAUL2EXT.  Full reports of all of the meetings are available 
on the Discussion Forum of the SAUL website - a summary of the meeting reports follows below (the 
Saarland and Arnhem-Nijmegen reports are not yet available but will be featured in the next newsletter). 

Evert Verhagen, who is leading the development of 
the Noorderpark, led JPG members on a short tour 
of an area of the park where the road will be low-
ered and partially covered and a circular route-way 
implemented. JPG members also took a bus tour of 
the area around the Noorderpark, including the for-
mer industrial/dock area on the north side of the 
river. This area has begun to attract businesses 
from the creative sector in recent years, including 
the headquarters of MTV Europe.  

Jos Gadet gave a presentation on some in depth 

research conducted by the University of Amsterdam 
into the creative sector in Amsterdam (available 
soon on the SAUL website Discussion Forum). 

On the second day, the JPG was facilitated by 
Hans Karssenberg of Stipo www.stipo.nl and Eras-
musPC, an international network and resource for 
cities and culture http://www.erasmuspc.com/  Pres-
entations were given JPG members, drawing on 
their own experience to address the question of 
how the Noorderpark can contribute to generating a 
creative economy in the north of the city.  
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JPG members revisit Noorderpark 

The Landscape Gap, Frankfurt-am-Main 

Two key ques-
tions were put to 
the group: 

· How could the 
swimming pool 
site in the north 
of the park be 
incorporated into 
the park develop-
ment? 

· Regeneration 
of the area will 
happen, bringing 
with it a creative 
economy, but 
how can local 
people get in-
volved and stay 
involved in this 
process, and 
become long-
term users of the 
park? 

A lengthy list of ideas was produced - these can be 
seen in the full report of the meeting which will 
shortly be available on the SAUL website Discus-
sion Forum. 

The Landscape Gap project team continue to face 
the challenge of linking the River Main with the Ost-
park, thus completing the green belt (GrünGürtel) in 
Frankfurt’s east end.  

A key issue for the project team has been engaging 
the business sector. Although local businesses were 
targeted there has been limited success in involving 
them in the project. However, a key business stake-
holder in support of the GrünGürtel is the European 
Central Bank (ECB), whose new headquarters is 
being developed in the former fruit market building 
beside the Gap. JPG members were given a tour of 
the building by one of the project architects. It was 

suggested that the 
ECB be ap-
proached to cham-
pion the project in 
order to gain the 
necessary buy-in 
from city officials 
and landowners. 

JPG members also 
viewed the compe-
tition designs for 
the neighbouring 
Danziger Platz. A 
success of the 
Landscape Gap 
project is that all of 
the proposals relate 
the redesign to the 
proposed new part of the green belt running along 
the dis-used railway lines. 

A press conference, held alongside the JPG with 
representatives from the SAUL Steering Group, at-
tracted both television and national newspaper cov-
erage, increasing the profile of the project.  Repre-
sentatives of the real estate company of Deutsche 
Bahn and the City of Frankfurt were also brought 
together to discuss the project with the SAUL Steer-
ing Group. 

Dis-used railway tracks that 
currently form part of the Gap  

 JPG members visit Noorderpark - the site of the 
road to be lowered 

Noorderpark - draft design 
showing the circular route 

JPG members viewing the competition designs 
for Danziger Platz 
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What is SAUL? 
 
In 2003, partners from across North West Europe formed 
the Sustainable and Accessible Urban Landscapes 
(SAUL) Project to explore the role of socially inclusive 
spaces in the sustainable development of metropolitan 
regions.  Led by Groundwork London, and with partners 
representing Amsterdam, Frankfurt/Rhein-Main, London, 
Luxembourg, Rhein-Ruhr, Saarland, and more recently 
Arnhem/Nijmegen, the project has evolved to incorporate 
work under the headings of SAUL, SAUL Plus and, 
currently, SAUL 2 EXT.  The project is part-funded by the 
European Union’s Interreg IIIB Programme for North 
West Europe. Interreg encourages closer European co-
operation and integration through transnational spatial 
development initiatives which promote sustainable 
development. 
 
Sustainable and Accessible Urban Landscapes  
The SAUL project is the practical response to an earlier 
research project carried out by the same partnership, 
under the name of New Urban Landscapes. This 
concluded that spatial planning needs to respond to the 
changing patterns of land-use that are emerging across 
Europe as a result of economic restructuring and social 
change.  The SAUL project was designed to test the 
assumptions identified during this work via a series of 
action and investment demonstration projects, involving 
all partners. 
 
SAUL Plus   
In 2005, the project was awarded further Interreg funding 
and was extended to form SAUL Plus. This allowed for a 
greater range of demonstration projects.   
 
SAUL’s five key messages   
The achievements of SAUL and SAUL Plus were marked 
by a Final Conference in Amsterdam in June 2006, and 
the release of a Final Report containing the partnerships 
five key messages: 
· In Europe’s economic heartland, new urban 

landscapes are now a reality with a vital impact on 
people’s quality of life in city regions. Their unique 

SAUL Lead Partner: 
Groundwork UK (Groundwork London) 
18-21 Morley Street  
London SE1 7QZ 
Phone: +44 (0) 20 7922 1230 
Fax: + 44 (0) 20 7922 1219 
rachel.kirk@groundwork.org.uk 

www.saulproject.net 

challenges and opportunities need innovative 
approaches by drawing transnationally on examples of 
good practice. 

· Sustainable regions are ones where people want to 
live, now and in the future. Regional spatial strategies, 
based on visions widely shared, give people a 
stronger sense of belonging, locally and regionally. 

· The impacts of globalisation and social change mean 
that Europe’s citizens increasingly demand to be in the 
driving seat of shaping their future environment. 
Partnerships with the people offer a new approach to 
planning and governance for Europe’s urban 
landscapes. 

· Transnational partnerships can unlock learning, 
transferable knowledge and greater understanding. A 
strong transnational partnership is greater than the 
sum of its parts and can deliver shared objectives in 
Europe.  

· Competitive city regions are ones that can attract and 
retain viable businesses and their employees by 
offering a good quality of life. New urban landscapes 
are an essential element in building Europe’s future 
economic structures and social well-being.  

 
SAUL Extension (SAUL 2 EXT)  
Since the Final Conference, the project has been 
successful in securing a further extension to the project, 
known as SAUL 2 EXT. This is an extension of the 
original work and brings the total project budget to 
€23.4M (€10.7M ERDF).  SAUL 2 EXT will run until June 
2008 and will build on the experience and findings of the 
SAUL and SAUL Plus issues through six practical 
projects, and associated strategic work. The main aims 
now are to: 
· Demonstrate the significance of New Urban 

Landscapes to the economic vitality of city regions, 
and the importance of engaging businesses in 
partnerships with public authorities, employees and 
citizens to maximise the potential of any 
developments. 

· Show that involving citizens of all age groups in 
developing New Urban Landscapes can empower 
them to take responsibility for their future environment 
and lead to greater social cohesion. 


